
How Are Money Mules Recruited  ? 

Criminals often recruit Money Mules from 

online dating sites, frequently used social 

media accounts, online business websites,

online advertisements and directly in 

person. Criminals communicate with 

people by promising easy money via 

email or social media.

 seemingly legitimate job adverts (e.g.: 

‘money transfer agents’)

 seemingly legitimate online posts

 direct approach in person or through 

email

 social media (i.e. Facebook posts on 

closed groups)

 messages sent through instant 

messaging apps (e.g.: Instagram, 

snapchat)

     HOW TO PROTECT ONESELF?

 If an opportunity sounds too good to 

be true, it probably is.

 Be very cautious of unsolicited emails 

or approaches over social media 

promising opportunities to make easy 

money.

 Verify any company that makes you a 

job offer and check their contact 

details (address, landline phone 

number, email address and website) 

are correct and whether they are 

registered in your country.

 Be especially wary of job offers from 

people or companies overseas as it will

be harder for you to find out if they 

really are legitimate.

 Never give your bank account or any 

other personal details to anyone unless 

you know and trust them.

The  Banking  and  Payments  Federation
says 98% of people who are targeted and
used as money mules are aged between
18 and 24 years of age.

The Federation conducted research which
found:

 36% of 18-24 year olds say they are
likely to lodge or transfer money on
behalf of someone else using their
own bank account in exchange for
keeping some of the money.

 Over a quarter  of 18-24 year  olds
claim to  know someone  who was
approached to act as a money mule.

 44% of  those  surveyed  had never
heard of the term money mule.

 Just  18%  of  parents  of  teenagers
surveyed  said  they  had  discussed
the issue of money mules  and the
risks with their teen.

01-6715311/  Banking  Federation
Ireland Assistance/Support

"If you are Money Muling, you are involved 
in money laundering and if you are involved 



in money laundering you are involved in 
criminality."

Money laundering is the process of 

disguising the proceeds of crime and 

integrating it into the legitimate financial 

system. Before proceeds of crime are 

laundered, it is problematic for criminals 

to use the illicit money because they 

cannot explain where it came from and it is

easier to trace it back to the crime.

Money Muling is a type of money 

laundering. A money mule is a person 

who receives money from a third party in 

their bank account whether directly or 

indirectly and transfers it to another one or

takes it out in cash and gives it to 

someone else, obtaining a commission for 

it.

         Consequences: 

1) Criminal: Money Muling is an 

offence under the Criminal Justice 

(Money Laundering and Terrorist 

Financing) Act 2010. A conviction 

on charges of money laundering 

carries a maximum penalty of 14 

years imprisonment and or an 

unlimited fine.

2) Bank Account Closed – Difficult to

open a bank account elsewhere

3) Job and Travel: Future 

Employment Opportunities/Travel 

01-6663776 – Garda Economic Bureau 

Bank Account Safety

“A Guide For 
Children and Young 
Adults in relation to 
Money Laundering 
and what is a Money 
Mule.
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